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As each has received a gift,
use it to serve one another,

as good stewards of God's

varied grace.

1Peter 4:10

Store In My Heart
Philippians 1:3-5

| thank my God in all my
remembrance of you, always in
every prayer of mine for you all
making my prayer with joy,
because of your partnership in
the gospel from the first day
until now.

The thanksgiving and joy
expressed by Paul regarding
the relationship he had with
these brethren is evident
throughout the letter. Even his
imprisonment could not keep
him from these feelings.

This joy was a result of the
continued support and
communication he received
from these brethren. From the
time he first worked with them
until his story ends it seems
these brethren were in contact
with help and encouragement.
It is good to have brethren who
are willing to help one another
and this was certainly the case
with those in Philippi. We do
well when we emulate such
brethren today.

The Craftsman Whose Work
Outlived Moses
(and Joshua, Samuel, & David)

Jason Hardin

I’'m guessing you don’t remember his name. You might not have
ever even heard his name. If | asked you to list the Top-5 Influencers
whose work most significantly impacted God’s people in the Old
Testament, you wouldn’t mention him in the same breath as
Abraham, Moses, David, or Elijah. | have a strong suspicion we could
expand it to the Top-10, Top-25, Top-50 Influencers, and his name still
wouldn’t come up.

He was just a craftsman, after all. He didn’t part the waters of the
Red Sea, single-handedly slay a Philistine giant, or call down fire from
heaven in a showdown with hundreds of false prophets. He was just a
craftsman who lived in the days of Moses, more than 3,000 years ago.
But his skillful work outlived Moses, and Joshua, and the Judges, and
Samuel, and King David.

His name was Bezalel the son of Uri, son of Hur, of the tribe of
Judah. The LORD told Moses in Exodus 31:

...I have filled [Bezalel] with the Spirit of God, with ability and
intelligence, with knowledge and all craftsmanship, to devise artistic
designs, to work in gold, silver, and bronze, in cutting stones for
setting, and in carving wood, to work in every craft. (31:2-5)

His finished work is so plainly described in Exodus 37 and 38 that
for most, it's quickly glanced at and easily overlooked. Could |
encourage you today to slow down long enough to see what's been

i recorded there for all time:

Bezalel made the ark... (Exodus 37:1) - The Ark of the Covenant.
He also made the table... (Exodus 37:10)
He also made the lampstand... (Exodus 37:17)
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For Our
Information

Joyce Venable is
home from the
hospital and feeling
a little better.

Ruben & Brenda
Keilser are out of
town this week.

Jimmy & Annette’s
granddaughter Kinzly
is feeling better now.

Dan & JoBeth will
make another quick
trip to Alabama
Monday & Tuesday.

Tonight we start in
2Samuel 9:1.

Our Wednesday
study will begin in
Philippians 4:4.
Come study with us.

Pray for safety,
courage & healing.
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He made the altar of incense... (Exodus 37:25)
He made the altar of burnt offering... (Exodus 38:1)

The altar that would sit in front of the tabernacle as the place of sacrifice
to God... for centuries. Generations later, when young Solomon was taking
his first steps as Israel’s third king, he assembled Israel at Gibeon, before the
tent of meeting of God.

Moreover, the bronze altar that Bezalel the son of Uri, son of Hur, had
made, was there before the tabernacle of the LORD. And Solomon and the
assembly sought it out. And Solomon went up there to the bronze altar
before the LORD, which was at the tent of meeting, and offered a thousand
burnt offerings on it. (2Chronicles 1:5-6)

That night was the life-changing night for Solomon-the history-shaping
night for Israel-that God appeared and said to the inexperienced king, “Ask
what | shall give you.” What an incredible invitation! What an amazing
night! A night that followed a day that centered around an old altar that had
been carried around for centuries. The altar built by a craftsman named
Bezalel.

Bezalel the son of Uri, son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, made all that the
LORD commanded Moses... (Exodus 38:22)

...and his work has impacted God’s people for millennia. We don’t know
how long he lived or when he died or how he died or where he was buried.
But how many priests faithfully served while using his handiwork? How
many souls were comforted as sacrifices for sins were offered on what he
built? How many fearful hearts took courage as the ark he constructed was
carried before them in battle? How many children’s Bible classes around the
world have been shown artists’ depictions of his work?

And how thankful we ought to be for the men and women whose ability
and intelligence, with knowledge, artistic design, and craftsmanship
continue to impact God’s people. The brother who built the pulpit from
which thousands of sermons will be preached. The sister whose colorful
bulletin boards shape an entire generation of children in a church family.
The designer and maintainer of a website in southern Indiana that will help
a seeker in India. A warm meal lovingly prepared for a family that’s
struggling just to make it through another day.

May we never take for granted what God can do with “just a craftsman.”

(Remember a “craftsman” can be anyone who uses their knowledge and
skill to make or prepare. Each of us can be a craftsman in God’s service and
the things we do will remain long after we are gone from this world. What
are you doing with the skill and knowledge God has given to you? DLH)

We seek only to serve God according to His Will!



