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For whoever keeps the whole
law and yet stumbles in one
point, he has become guilty
of all.

James 2:10

Store In My Heart
1Corinthians 6:19

Or do you not know that your
body is a temple of the Holy
Spirit who is in you, whom you
have from God, and that you
are not your own?

Every action we take is with
our body. Since we have been
bought by God and God dwells
within us, we must be careful
about how we use our physical
body. We need to remember
the connection between our
actions and our responsibility
to God.

We would not purposely spoil
our clothes before we went out
with our spouse. We ought not
spoil our being with the
wickedness of sin when we are
supposed to be with God. Our
whole being, body and soul,
belong to God and we need to
keep our self pure and
righteous for Him.

This will take diligent effort
and study so that we are able
to identify and avoid those
things that might soil our soul.

“I Don’t Go There”

Jefferson David Tant

People use many devices to mitigate or cancel out plain Bible
teaching. This ancient practice can be traced to the Old Testament.
Seven hundred vyears before Christ, Isaiah was dealing with a
rebellious people. God told him: “Now go, write it on a tablet before
them And inscribe it on a scroll, That it may serve in the time to come
As a witness forever. For this is a rebellious people, false sons, Sons
who refuse to listen To the instruction of Jehovah;, Who say to the
seers, ‘You must not see visions’; And to the prophets, ‘You must not
prophesy to us what is right, Speak to us pleasant words, Prophesy
illusions. "Get out of the way, turn aside from the path, Let us hear no
more about the Holy One of Israel’” (Isaiah 30:8-11).

It is hard to imagine a more blatant rejection of God—people who
believed in God. But this attitude is not confined to ancient times. We
see it in different ways in our generation.

“l don’t go there.” A Lutheran Church (ELCA) controversy concerns
ordaining practicing homosexuals. An Atlanta trial (January 2007)
dealt with Pastor Bradley Schmeling and his “marriage” to another
man. A church supporter, James Mayer, was interviewed by a reporter
who asked “about Biblical verses that condemned homosexuality.
Mayer’s posture stiffens. He says: ‘I don’t go there.”” Problem solved!
Just don’t open the pages that deal with this sin.

“l don’t see it that way.” After a sermon, my father, Yater Tant,
spoke to a visitor who questioned his use of Mark 16:16. With no
comment on the verse, my father turned to it and read, “He that
believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that disbelieveth shall

4 be condemned.” The lady responded with “I don’t see it that way.”

She what?! She obviously “saw” what it said, but rather than say “I

| don’t believe it,” she softened her unbelief by saying she didn’t “see”
it that way.
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For Our
Information

Camille Matthews
passed away while in
the hospital Saturday
afternoon.

Gloria Hurst should
get her test results
Tuesday.

Ruben Keisler’s test
on his bone marrow
did not indicate a
problem.

Dan & JoBeth plan
to be in Florence, AL
Monday & Tuesday.

Tonight we start in
1Kings 11:23.

Wednesday we are
in 1Timothy 5:17.

Pray for safety,
courage & healing.
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“That was just Paul’s opinion.” When | have asked people about the
practice of women preachers, which is condemned in 1Timothy 2:12, the
response | often get it, “Paul was a woman hater,” or “That’s just Paul’s
opinion.” In other words, their opinion is just as good as Paul’s.

“I don’t preach against sin.” This fits well with the people in Isaiah’s day.
A popular mega-church preacher in our time is Joel O’Steen, who had a
40,000-member church in Houston. When interviewed by an Atlanta
newspaper reporter about his popularity, he explained that he just wanted
to make people feel good, so he didn’t preach against sin. There may have
been a huge elephant in the middle of his church building, but his advice
would be just to ignore it.

“That’s not what it means.” A favorite ploy when faced with a very clear,
but disliked, verse is to dismiss it by claiming it doesn’t mean what it says.
This is a favorite with homosexuals who have to deal with numerous
scriptures that flatly condemn homosexuality.

“That’s not the kind of God | serve.” Those were the words of a young
Baptist preacher | talked with in New Mexico many years ago. | had asked
him if he believed in “salvation by faith only.” When he agreed, | asked him
to read James 2:24 and explain it. “Ye see that by works a man is justified,
and not only by faith.” He read it, closed the Bible and admitted he had
never read that verse, but that made no difference. Case closed—Bible
closed—mind closed.

“It’s not in my Bible.” One lady argued with Yater Tant that Mark 16:16
was not in her Bible. My father insisted it was, and called for her Bible. She
was right! She had taken scissors and cut the offending passage out. | guess
that’s one way to deal with offending scripture.

“l don’t want to hear it.” Then there are those who just plainly state that
they don’t want to hear what God’s word says. Like the little child who just
covers his ears when he doesn’t like what his parent is telling him. And so it
was with Israel of old. “For this is a rebellious people, false sons, Sons who
refuse to listen To the instruction of the LORD; Who say to the seers, "You
must not see visions"; And to the prophets, "You must not prophesy to us
what is right, Speak to us pleasant words, Prophesy illusions. "Get out of the
way, turn aside from the path, Let us hear no more about the Holy One of
Israel.” (Isaiah 30:9-11)

But of course they will hear at the Judgment Day.

“Hear, O earth: behold, | will bring evil upon this people, even the fruit of
their thoughts, because they have not hearkened unto my words; and as for
my law, they have rejected it” (Jeremiah. 6:19).

We seek only to serve God according to His Will!



