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Truly I say to you, unless you 
are converted and become 
like children, you will not 
enter the kingdom of heaven. 

Matthew 18:3 

Store In My Heart 

James 1:5 

If any of you lacks wisdom, let 
him ask God, who gives 
generously to all without 
reproach, and it will be given 
him. 

 

God wants us stay faithful and 
overcome temptation. He has 
promised to provide what we 
need to do so. We do need to 
seek His help. He will not force 
it upon us. 

James here tells us wisdom 
comes from God. If we truly 
believe He is God we can 
receive His help. Through 
Scripture He has revealed His 
will and with prayer and study 
we can understand. 

Spending some time reading 
in the Book of Proverbs is a 
good place to start. The story 
of Israel will help us better 
understand God. Spend more 
time in the Word and more 
time in prayer, and wisdom will 
come. 

Wisdom is ours if we are 
willing to seek it. 

Years ago in a home Bible study, the couple with whom we were 
studying complained that the words I was using were too big. Being 
somewhat inexperienced in home Bible studies, I was surprised by 
their complaint. The words about which they were complaining were 
all words found in the Bible. I offered to try to explain any word I had 
used which they did not understand. One of the words they asked me 
to define was conversion. 

That very week the local newspaper had reported the construction 
of a sea-water conversion facility to begin near San Diego, California. I 
asked if they had read that article. They had. They understood the 
facility was to remove the impurities from the sea-water entering it 
and produce pure water. Working from this understanding, I pointed 
out that the facility was called a conversion facility because it 
converted impure water into pure water. Returning to biblical usage 
of the word, we noted that conversion involves the removal of the 
impurities of sin in one's life thereby leaving that one's life pure in the 
sight of God. 

By comparing the parallel between Acts 2:38 "Repent, and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins,..." and Acts 3:19 "Repent therefore, and be 
converted, that your sins may be blotted out,..." it is easy to see that 
by means of baptism God removes the impurities of sin from one's 
life and converts a sinner into a saint. 

Experience and observation have forced me to the conclusion that 
a good many people who are baptized are not converted. Certainly 
this is not God's fault. He has not lost His power to convert through 
baptism. It is not the fault of Christ. His blood has not lost its strength 
to cleanse the sinner. The fault cannot be laid on the preacher who 
has preached the truth. The fault lies with the one baptized, but not 
converted. 

Fred Shewmaker 
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For Our 
Information 

The Butlers are 
moving to Fox Ridge 
Assisted Living in 
Bryant. Sister Butler 
will be released from 
rehab this week. 

Paula Laubach has 
another test on 
Tuesday before 
doctors decide on 
the best treatment 
for her. 

Ruben Keisler is 
feeling better after 
dealing with a cold 
last week. 

Tonight we start in 
2Kings 12. 

Wednesday we will 
start in Hebrews 8. 

Start praying for our 
upcoming meeting. 

We seek only to serve God according to His Will! 

The reasons why some who are baptized are not converted are many and 
varied. We wish to examine a few of these reasons. 

The reason some are baptized, but not converted is their desire to please 
men rather than to obey God. Children have requested baptism in order to 
please their parents and parents have sometimes been baptized in order to 
please their children. Husbands sometimes, desiring to please their wives, 
request baptism and wives are sometimes baptized to please their 
husbands. Boy friends have been baptized to please a girl friend and girl 
friends have been baptized to please a boy friend. In some communities 
where the church is large in numbers merchants have been baptized to 
please their customers. This list could be continued, but it already is long 
enough to make the point. those who have been baptized for such reasons 
have been baptized, but not converted. 

One day my telephone rang and when I answered it, a sister asked me to 
baptize her neighbor. I was acquainted with her neighbor and this request 
caused me to wonder if she was really being converted. I agreed to baptize 
her upon her confession of faith in Jesus as the Son of God. As it turned out, 
after her baptism, my fears were confirmed. She had merely been convinced 
that only immersion is baptism. She had not conceded her false religion to 
accept immersion. Her false religion allowed either sprinkling, pouring or 
immersion; but did not practice immersion. Some of the preachers of that 
persuasion refuse to administer immersion. She simply did not bother a 
preacher of her false religion with her desire to be immersed. When the 
sister was kind enough to volunteer my services, she was glad to accept. She 
was baptized, but not converted. 

A few years back my wife and I engaged in a rather lengthy home Bible 
study with a lady. She had a quick mind and was able to see and express 
biblical truths quite easily. Because we desired that she understand what 
the Bible teaches about the uniqueness of the church, we made an 
extensive study of Ephesians 1:22-23; 4:4-6,12; showing that the church is 
the body of Christ ("His body") that "there is one body" and that the "one 
body" has only "one faith." during the study she indicated that she 
understood these things. We expected such a willing and capable student to 
desire to be baptized and true to our expectations, when asked the question 
Ananias asked Saul of Tarsus, she was ready to be baptized. With joy and 
great expectations, I baptized her. My expectations were short lived. She 
never attended another service of the church. When we asked her about 
this, she then informed us that she did not accept the teaching that God 
only approves of one church. She had been baptized, but not converted. 

(Sadly things have changed little since this article originally appeared in a 
local bulletin in 1976. Many are still baptized but unconverted.      DLH) 
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