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. make it your ambition to
lead a quiet life and attend
to your own business and
work with your hands ...

1Thessalonians 4:11

Store In My Heart
Psalms 46:1

God is our refuge and
strength, A very present help in
trouble.

God is ready to assist in our
troubles. From help with
predators while watching the
sheep to defeating Goliath and
his difficulties with Saul, David
depended upon God for
strength, guidance, and his
salvation. God was with him
because David sought to be
near Him.

Even when David sinned
against God, he turned back to

God for strength and help. He
understood he was better in

God’s hands no matter the

trouble.

Like David, we today can put
our trust in the God of heaven.
If we will follow His will we can
know that He will always be at
our side. God desires that we
be in His presence all our life. If
we seek Him, He will be found.
If we draw near, He will walk
with us.

The Quiet People
Matthew W. Bassford

Let us exalt the quiet people. Let us consider and honor
them. They are nothing in the sight of the world and too
often nothing in the sight of their brethren, but they are
choice and precious in the sight of God.

Every congregation has them. They assemble faithfully
each Lord's day, but they are rarely conspicuous in the
assembly. Many of them are women, who have no public
role in church at all. They are, in a word, quiet.
1Thessalonians 4:11 is their verse.

When they are not assembled, they quietly do good. They
look in on people and look after people: their families, their
brethren, and their neighbors. Year after year, decade after
decade, they patiently serve others. They desire neither
recognition nor reward. It would not occur to any of them
that they are anything special. They believe that anyone in
their situation would do as they have done, even though this
is not actually true.

| am not one of the quiet people. | never have been. By
the grace of God, | am a writer, and like all gifted writers, |
have a unique authorial voice. People with voices are not
quiet. Nonetheless, the quiet people have always been my
brethren and my friends. In addition to their other virtues,
they are generally supportive of preachers.

Since my diagnosis, though, my relationship with the quiet

§ people has changed. Now | have been added to the list of

those for whom they care. In person, they look after me and

mine. They might take the kids for a day, or mow the lawn,

or bring a meal by.
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When distant from me, they continue to care as best they can. They pray. They leave
supportive comments on Facebook. They send cards. They send money. Others might
put their money where their mouth is; the quiet people put their money where their
hearts are.

At times, | feel embarrassed by and guilty about their generosity. Both of these
feelings are temptations and lies. Instead, | must rejoice in the wisdom of the generous.
They have chosen to lay up treasure in heaven, to trust in the ancient promise that God
will care for those who care for others.

We often say that the church is people. | will go one step further. The church is the
quiet people. The preachers and teachers may be noisier, but they are not nearly so
numerous. Mostly, the Restoration project has produced the quiet people. The work of
the Holy Spirit in creating them cannot be denied.

For this reason, it makes me angry when | see “the Church of Christ” attacked online.
Allegedly, “we” are legalistic, hardhearted, emotionless, unloving, etc. Because the
quiet people are the church, this is an attack on them.

Frankly, | think the real issue is that the quiet people have a PR problem. They do not
sound a trumpet before them as they go to do good, so church critics leap to the
conclusion that no good is being done. It is shockingly imperceptive and unfair.

Let us celebrate the quiet people instead. Let us celebrate the cleansed and
sanctified church in which they congregate. God does, and who are we to judge more
harshly than He?

For Our Information
Jim Soliday got a good report from his heart cath and restrictions are lifted.
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Sue Soliday still has problems with pain from time to time.

Paula Laubach is dealing with tachycardia but heart doctor wants her to see
a pulmonary doctor before they deal with it.

Brenda Keisler’s knee replacement surgery is scheduled for May 30th.

Vickie McNees had tests and procedures last week to resolve her stomach
issues.

Adene Gray has not been feeling well this past week.

John and Betty Ragsdale continue to need our prayers as they deal with his
fading health.

Dottie Henderson, Dan’s Mom, is doing better but tires easily. She is still
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dealing with a cough.
The Rigsby family is in Texas through this weekend.

Sunday Evening study - 2Kings 21. Wednesday Evening - Hebrews 13.

We seek only to serve God according to His Will!



