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... you may know how one ought
to behave in the household of
God, which is the church of the
living God, a pillar and buttress of
the truth. 1Timothy 3:14-15

Store In My Heart
Ephesians 4:4-6

There is one body and one
Spirit--just as you were called
to the one hope that belongs to
your call--one Lord, one faith,
one baptism. one God and
Father of all, who is over all and
through all and in all.

When we read this passage
full of unity we might wonder
why there is so much division
today. Every division can be
attributed to the desire of men
to please self. When each one
follows his own way we will
never find unity. This has been
the way of man from the
beginning and it is why we
struggle to find peace in our
dealings with one another.

Our need today is to return to
the ONE God who created our
universe and follow His One
Plan for man. This will bring all
men together into the One
Body of Christ which belongs to
Christ and is under His
authority, following His Law. No
more, no less.

When God Thinks Of The
Church Of Christ ...

Gardner Hall

When God thinks of the church of Christ, He thinks of saved
individuals (Acts 20:28). When men think of the Church of Christ they
think of parties, either a broad conglomeration of alliances such as
the "one cup Church of Christ," "liberal Church of Christ,"
"conservative Church of Christ," etc. or one of those parties
individually.

When God thinks of the church of Christ, He thinks of a
number of individuals unknown to men (2Timothy 2:19). When men
think of the Church of Christ, they think of a loose association of local
churches whose numbers can be approximated, for example
1,260,838 in the United States according to Mac Lynn’s 1994
directory. Perhaps they will focus more on the numbers given for a
more narrow association of churches ("non institutional," "one cup,"
"no class", etc.).

When God thinks of the church of Christ, He sees an
indivisible body composed of individuals with different levels of
spiritual growth (1Corinthians 1:13; 2Peter 3:18; Revelation 2,3).
When men think of the Church of Christ, they think of a group of local
churches that has divided through the years over issues such as
instrumental music, premillennialism and institutionalism. They say
that the "next thing that will divide the church" (the conservative
alliance, or collection of churches) will be the marriage, divorce and
remarriage issue.

When God thinks of the church of Christ, He thinks of those

§ growing in Him with obedient hearts in spite of imperfections (John

17:6). When men think of the Church of Christ, they think of those

' who conform to unwritten creeds composed of doctrines that
| "leaders" have declared to be essential.
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When God thinks of leaders in the church of Christ, He thinks of spiritually poverty
stricken servants, who are "last" in the minds of men and yet whose quiet examples transform
others (Matthew 5:3,16; 19:30; 20:25-28). When men think of leaders in the Church of Christ, they
think of editors of papers, leaders in colleges or well known preachers who hold many gospel
meetings

When God thinks of the Savior of the Church, He thinks only of His Son, Jesus Christ.
When men think of the Church of Christ, they think of an alliance of local churches that David
Lipscomb "saved" from the Missionary Society, Foy E. Wallace "saved" from premillennialism and
other leading editors have "saved" from other dangers.

When God thinks of where to find the church of Christ, He thinks of the hearts of men
(1Samuel 16:7). When men think of where to find the Church of Christ, they think of church
directories.

When God thinks of the church of Christ, He thinks of those who have responded to the
spiritual attraction for those who are of good ground - the gospel of Jesus Christ (Romans 1:16;
1Corinthians 2:2). When men think of the church of Christ, they think of an alliance or movement
that itself is the primary attraction to those who are of good ground.

When God thinks of the church of Christ, He thinks of a glorious body of saved individuals
who are allowing themselves to be transformed into the image of His Son, in spite of the wrangling
and political maneuvering of men (Ephesians 5:25-26; 2Corinthians 3:18). When men think of the
Church of Christ, they either think of a religious movement that has fragmented itself into dozens of
warring factions, each claiming to "have" the truth on dozens of difficult issues, or they think of one
of the factions.

What do you think of when you think of the church of Christ?

Contact Us For Our Information

WENEINEEBELENIEESS Paula Laubach has not been feeling well the past week. She has a
to speak with others logist int tt i di . d helo det .
2bout the Lord. neurologist appointment to confirm diagnosis and help determine
Church of Christ tr.eatcment' .
Iy Pae e e Vickie McNees has foot surgery scheduled later this month.
Mas"(’)elméggR;gZolGO“ Marvin Butler had some medication interaction difficulties last
(501) 332- week. He should get his MRI results soon.
=G 0312 Sue Soliday has some hip problems and was to see a chiropractor.
S ETare i Eae s Stanley & Gloria Hurst are still in North Arkansas but should be
tannerst.com returning soon.
L ACIENUERE S o ff Melton will start physical therapy for his hip replacement soon.
Sunday Evening - Daniel 7. Wednesday Evening - 1Peter 3:8.

Keep one another in your prayers each day.
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S i el il We seek only to serve God according to His Will!
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